Lack of a difference between ketanserin and ritanserin in central vs. peripheral serotonin receptor antagonism.
Ketanserin and ritanserin antagonized with similar potency the pressor response to serotonin in pithed rats, a measure of antagonism of vascular 5HT2 receptors. Both compounds also antagonized the elevation of serum corticosterone concentration by quipazine, a centrally acting serotonin agonist; higher doses of both antagonists were needed, but ketanserin was not less potent than ritanserin. Earlier suggestions that ketanserin mainly blocks peripheral serotonin receptors and that ritanserin mainly blocks central serotonin receptors seem unfounded.